CHAPTER  VII

CIVILIZATION   REACHES   ABYSSINIA

the collapse of the Anglo-French intrigue it
became Italy's policy to accelerate her advance from
the north. It seems that Signer Mussolini did not yet
envisage the conquest of all Ethiopia in a -single cam-
paign, and the war can be divided into two periods. Up
to March, 1936, Badoglio moved comparatively slowly,
talcing care to avoid Italian casualties. His aeroplanes
went ahead, bombing towns, villages, the little circles
of tukuls, and any concentration of levies. From
January onwards the Italians habitually used gas. The
bulk of the land fighting was done by native troops,
sometimes with the help of armed Danakils and tribes-
men from the desert 'no man's land/ Behind these
troops followed the tanks, and heavy artillery. Very
few European troops came within dangerous fighting
distance of the Ethiopians, except when there was some
miscalculation, or the levies won an unexpected success,
as at Abbi Adda, or when scattered groups, in the rear
of the Italian forces, attacked the lines of communica-
tion.

All through this first period Signor Mussolini was
still hoping to achieve his ends by the break-up of the
Ethiopian Empire. He had taught his people that
Abyssinia would collapse before a military demonstra-
tion, and that he would be able to impose what terms
he wanted without any serious casualties. By March
his generals had learnt that the Ethiopians would go on
fighting, and that the amount of internal treachery was
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